
 
 

 
 

NEVADA STUDENT ALLIANCE (NSA)- SPECIAL MEETING 
 

AGENDA 
APRIL 7, 2022 

2:00 PM 
 

Via Video-Teleconference 
 

Meeting Link: 
https://zoom.us/j/96365737415?pwd=Y3RFMVd6ZjdJQUwwbWdrR2ZoZzI5UT09 

 
Meeting ID: 

963 6573 7415 
 

Passcode: 
404002 

 
Telephone: 

1 669 900 9128  
 

THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD VIA REMOTE TECHNOLOGY SYSTEM (VIDEO-TELECONFERENCE) ONLY 
PURSUANT TO NRS 241.023, AS AMENDED BY ASSEMBLY BILL 253 OF THE 81ST LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
(2021), EFFECTIVE MAY 31, 2021. THERE WILL BE NO PHYSICAL LOCATION FOR THE MEETING. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY HEAR, OBSERVE AND PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING VIA THE 
MEETING LINK OR TELEPHONE NUMBER IDENTIFIED ABOVE. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT MAY ALSO BE SUBMITTED BY PRERECORDED MESSAGE BEFORE 4:30 P.M. ON 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2022 VIA EMAIL TO TCASERTO@NSHE.NEVADA.EDU OR VOICEMAIL: (775) 784-
3442.  MESSAGES RECEIVED BY 4:30 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2022 WILL BE ENTERED INTO THE 
RECORD DURING THE MEETING.  
 
MEMBERS: Matthew Hawn, University of Nevada, Reno, GSA (NSA Chair) 
 Caren Yap, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, CSUN (NSA Vice Chair) 
 Austin Brown, University of Nevada, Reno, ASUN (NSA Secretary) 
 Zachary Johnigan, College of Southern Nevada, ASCSN 
 Lauren Porter, Nevada State College, NSSA 
 Darian Richards, Truckee Meadows Community College, SGA 
 Andrea Sanchez de Loza, Western Nevada College, ASWN 
 Zachary Stamp, Great Basin College, SGA 
 Nicole Thomas, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, GPSA 
 Office Vacant, Desert Research Institute, GRAD    
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 IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE AGENDA AND PUBLIC MEETING 
 
NOTE: Below is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. Notification is hereby provided that items on the 
agenda may be taken out of the order presented, two or more agenda items may be combined for consideration, and an 
agenda item may be removed from the agenda or discussion relating to an item on the agenda may be delayed at any time.  

 
The agenda and any supporting material, including materials submitted after the posting of this agenda but before the 
meeting, may be accessed on the Internet by visiting the NSA page of the NSHE website: 
https://nshe.nevada.edu/leadership-
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3. DISCUSSION WITH THE NSHE OFFICER IN CHARGE             INFORMATION ONLY 
  
NSA members will meet with NSHE Officer in Charge Crystal Abba, Vice Chancellor of 
Academic & Student Affairs and Community Colleges, to discuss updates regarding leadership 
of the System. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 
Request is made for the approval of the minutes for the NSA meeting held on March 3, 2022 and 
the NSA meeting held on March 4, 2022. 
 

 
5. DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED RESOLUTION IN   FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

SUPPORT OF A VOTING STUDENT MEMBER ON THE  
NSHE BOARD OF REGENTS 
 
Chair Matthew Hawn will lead a discussion and review of a proposed NSA resolution in support 
of engaging in the necessary legislative and/or legal requirements to amend the Nevada 
Constitution to add a voting student member to the NSHE Board of Regents. The NSA will 
discuss the proposed resolution and suggest modifications to the draft. The proposed resolution 
may be approved or returned at a subsequent meeting for formal action by the NSA.  

 
 
6. NSA CHAIR UPDATE   INFORMATION ONLY 

 
Chair Matthew Hawn will provide an update on the objectives and goals of NSA for the 2021-22 
year.  
 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT  INFORMATION ONLY 
 

Public comment will be taken during this agenda item. No action may be taken on a matter raised 
under this item until the matter is included on an agenda as an item on which action may be 
taken. Comments will be limited to three minutes per person. Persons making comment should 
begin by stating their name for the record and spelling their last name.  
 

 Pursuant to NRS 241.023, as amended by Assembly Bill 253 of the 81st Legislative Session 
(2021), effective on May 31, 2021, members of the public may also participate in the meeting by 
submitting prerecorded public comment messages via email to tcaserto@nshe.nevada.edu or 
voicemail: (775) 784-3442. Messages received by 4:30 p.m. on WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 2022 
will be entered into the record during the meeting. 

 
In accordance with Attorney General Opinion No. 00-047, as restated in the Attorney General’s 
Open Meeting Law Manual, the NSA Chair may prohibit comment if the content of that 
comment is a topic that is not relevant to, or within the authority of, the NSA, or if the content is 
willfully disruptive of the meeting by being irrelevant, repetitious, slanderous, offensive, 
inflammatory, irrational or amounting to personal attacks or interfering with the rights of other 
speakers. 
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Posted at the following locations: 
 
CSN, Building D, 1st Floor, 6375 W. Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89146-1124 
DRI, Maxey Building, 2215 Raggio Parkway, Reno, NV 89512-1095 
DRI, Southern Nevada Science Center, 755 E. Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, NV 89119-7363 
GBC, Berg Hall, 1500 College Parkway, Elko, NV 89801 
NSC, Great Hall, 1125 Nevada State Drive, Henderson, NV 89015 
TMCC, Red Mountain Building (RDMT 200) 7000 Dandini Blvd. Reno, NV 89512 
UNLV, Flora Dungan Humanities 9 (FDH), 1st and 7th Floors, 4505 Maryland Parkway, Las 
Vegas, NV 89154-1001 
UNR, Clark Administration, University of Nevada, Reno, Reno, NV 89557 
WNC, Bristlecone Building Lobby, 2201 W. College Parkway, Carson City, NV 89703 
System Administration, 4300 S. Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89119-7530 
System Administration, 2601 Enterprise Road, Reno, NV 89512 
Nevada Public Notice Website Pursuant to NRS 232.2175 - https://notice.nv.gov/ 
NSHE Website - https://nshe.nevada.edu/leadership-policy/administration/academic-student-
affairs/students/nevada-student-alliance/ 
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Whereas, Regents are often Nevada institution alumni and/or higher education professionals, but 

there is currently no designated student member on the Board of Regents;  

Whereas, thirty-
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Whereas, the Board of Regents’ objectives include promoting affordable access to higher 

education and a “continued quest for excellence, economy and the balancing of basic goals that the 

public interest requires;”9 

Whereas, students are directly affected by the pursuance of these objectives, as well as NSHE’s 

rules, policies, and procedures;  

Whereas, including students in the governing process is equitable and advances the public 

interest as students are currently experiencing higher education without representation; 

Whereas, the general public has recently considered an amendment to the Nevada Constitution 

via Ballot Question 1 in the 2020 Election to revamp the representation of the Board of Regents10;  

Whereas, although Question 1 did not pass during the 2020 election, the 2021 Nevada 

Legislature again 
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Whereas, a common argument against student Regents questions whether students have conflicts 

of interest and could remain impartial to certain issues, including
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Whereas, studies show that internal political efficacy increases civic participation, meaning if 

students clearly see their interests represented, they will be more inclined to participate in NSHE’s 

governing process; 13 

Whereas, students have the opportunity to make public comment and the NSA meets regularly 

with the Regents and the Chancellor to voice its concerns and those of the represented institutions, 

and a vote at the table is another way for holistic representation of the student voice;  

Whereas, NSHE’s student governing bodies have a larger responsibility to substantiate student 

voices in the System;  

Whereas, the necessary legal path to achieve student Regent representation will require an 

amendment to the Nevada Constitution, as detailed in the process below:  

1. Ideally, the NSA will contact a Nevada legislator(s) before the 2023 legislative session to 

sponsor draft legislation and garner support for a majority vote in both houses for a 

legislatively referred constitutional amendment14;  

2. If the measure passes during the 2023 Legislative session, it must be referred to and passed 

by the next regular or special legislative session before being approved and ratified by a 

majority of the electors qualified to vote in the next general or special election (Section 1 of 

Article 16, Nevada Constitution and NRS 218D.800);  

3. If the NSA wishes to begin the amendment process prior to the next legislative session or is 

unable to find a legislator(s) to sponsor its request, the NSA may file an initiative petition  

with the Secretary of State’s Office,15;  

4. The initiative petition process to amend the Nevada Constitution will require approval by 

the qualified voters during the next two (2) general election cycles (Section 2 of Article 19, 

Nevada Constitution and NRS Chapter 295);  
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___________________ 

Matthew Hawn 

NSA Chair & University of Nevada Reno, - Graduate Student Association (GSA) President 

 

 

___________________ 

Caren Yap 

NSA Vice Chair & University of Nevada, Las Vegas – Consolidated Student of the University 

of Nevada (CSUN) President  

 

 

___________________ 

Austin Brown  

NSA Secretary & University of Nevada, Reno -- Associated Students of the University of 

Nevada (ASUN) President  

 

___________________ 

Zachary Stamp  

NSA Member & Great Basin College – Student Government Association (SGA) President  
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___________________ 

Nicole Thomas  

NSA Member & University of Nevada, Las Vegas – Graduate and Professional Student 

Association (GPSA) President 

 

○ 
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