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3 Information Only – Public Comment – (Continued) 

UNLV is integral to the community.  Today is a totally different environment.  This is a 
great state and we’re entitled to have great educational institutions.  He reported he found 
an openness and transparency in the process that was fabulous.  The Foundation is 
excited about the prospects of what lies ahead.  This recommendation is unanimously 
supported by the executive committee.  The Board has our commitment to help with 
continued financial support that is needed in order to be competitive in today’s market.  
The Foundation appreciated being included in the process and look forward to continued 
collaboration.   
 
Chairman Leavitt indicated that although the contract will be discussed later in the 
meeting, he added that it would not have been possible without the generous contribution 
of the UNLV Foundation.   
 
Mr. Jim Ratigan, past president of the Alumni Association, expressed his gratitude to the 
Board.  The events of the last month have been difficult and tough decisions were made.  
He thanked Chancellor Klaich and Chairman Leavitt for allowing the alumni association 
to be part of the process.  They appreciated the transparency, which bodes well for the 
university.  Dr. Smatresk is passionate about everything that he takes on.   
 
Mr. Jeff Knight, President of the Alumni Association, related they were all in agreement 
today and are very excited that Dr. Smatresk will be the next UNLV President.  He 
thanked Chancellor Klaich and Chairman Leavitt for taking the time to meet with them, 
and hoped their discussion regarding the future leadership of UNLV was helpful.  Mr. 
Knight expressed his support for Dr. Smatresk becoming UNLV’s 9th President.   During 
his tenure at UNLV Dr. Smatresk has worked hard and very closely 
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3 Information Only – Public Comment – (Continued) 

Dr. Nasser Daneshvary, the immediate past Chair of the UNLV Faculty Senate and 
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2. Approved - Appointment, Acting President, UNLV (Agenda Item #1) – (continued) 

Regent Wixom shared his thoughts on the events of the last few months leading up to this 
recommendation.  He publicly thanked the Board and Chairman Leavitt for the 
professional, fair and thoughtful manner in which they have dealt with this situation.  In 
the same vein, he thanked Chairman Leavitt and Chancellor Klaich for their efforts and 
the amount of time they spent listening to the stakeholders.  He stated it was clear to him 
that there was overwhelming support for Dr. Smatresk to serve as president of UNLV.  
He understands UNLV and the unique Las Vegas community, he understands the budget 
problems and the problems that are being faced and he has been a creative and proactive 
problem solver.  His passion and vision for the institution is boundless.  Regent Wixom 
understands that Chancellor Klaich’s proposal is a bit outside the typical process, but it 
seems the process should serve the institution and not the other way around.  We need 
leadership at UNLV now to guide the institution through stormy and challenging seas.  
He strongly supports this recommendation.  It is the right course of action, makes sense, 
he serves the needs of the institution and he has the support that is needed. 
 

Regent Wixom moved approval of the appointment 
of Dr. Neal J. Smatresk as Acting President of 
UNLV in accordance with the contract terms as 
proposed.  Regent Crear seconded.   

 
Regent Knecht clarified that the motion was to approve the recommendation and the 
contract terms proposed by the Chancellor for Dr. Neal J. Smatresk to lead UNLV as 
Acting President of UNLV for two years.  Regent Knecht thanked Chairman Leavitt and 
Chancellor Klaich.  He thanked the students, faculty, staff, administration, the alums, and 
the entire UNLV community for their response to this situation.  This recommendation is 
in the best interest of UNLV and the NSHE.  He will lead us to a great next 50 years.  
There is continuity and momentum.  I’m excited that UNLV is going to do great things in 
teaching, research and public service.   
 
Regent Crear indicated that it is very fortunate they have someone that is more than able 
and capable of stepping into the shoes as President of UNLV.  He feels that Dr. Smatresk 
is a good and candid person and felt those qualities were important in dealing with the 
Board.  UNLV is in a very tough time, having been through a grueling and painstaking 
process with the presidential situation and budget cuts.  There is not one person on the 
Board that does not take this personally.  This is a good time and the Board should 
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2. Approved - Appointment, Acting President, UNLV
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2. Approved - Appointment, Acting President, UNLV (Agenda Item #1) – (continued) 

Upon a roll call vote, the motion carried 
unanimously.  Regent Alden was absent. 
 

Dr. Smatresk thanked Chancellor Klaich and Chairman Leavitt, the Board and the many 
stakeholders that have shown their care and support and have entrusted this appointment 
to him.  It has been a hard year at UNLV.  He hoped that in the next year, they would 
rededicate themselves to better the university, the community and the state.  To the 
students, he asked them to know that the UNLV students are the first commitment.  He 
wanted faculty and staff to know how much he has appreciated their support and how 
much he appreciates the sacrifices they have made as budgets have been cut.  The faculty 
and staff are the core of the institution.  He wants the members of the diverse community 
to know that UNLV is not only in Las Vegas, they are truly a part of Las Vegas.   
 
Dr. Smatresk indicated that UNLV is going to work really hard to diversify the economy, 
develop human capital and social systems and create the critical infrastructure that 
Nevada needs for a sustainable future.  He will work tirelessly to gain support.  To be 
successful, he needs help from donors, alumni, foundation leaders, elected officials, and 
public and private partners.  UNLV is an institution born of this dynamic city, it has an 
entrepreneurial and innovative spirit that brought us here, and a passion for those 
qualities is what keeps us here.  In the weeks and months ahead, we will show the world 
how far UNLV has come.  He related that UNLV has a great team; incredible people that 
are working really hard to make things better every day.  This Monday, U.S. Senator 
Harry Reid and UNLV will host the National Clean Energy Summit.  At the end of 
August, UNLV will announce a major gift that will transform UNLV in the community 
and then shortly thereafter they will announce one of the most exciting partnerships they 
have ever engaged in with an international institution.   
 
Dr. Smatresk stated that he and his wife have been heartened by the kind words of 
support, humbled by the trust and excited about working with everyone to meet the 
challenges of the future. 

 
4. Information Only – New Business – None. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:18 p.m. 
 
 Prepared by: Angela R. Palmer 
      Program Officer I 
 
 Submitted for approval by: Scott G. Wasserman 
      Chief Executive Officer of the Board of Regents 
 
 

Approved by the Board of Regents at the September 17-18, 2009
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