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Also present were faculty senate chairs Ms. Tracy Sherman, CSN; Ms. Sarah Negrete, 
GBC; Dr. Robin Herlands, NSC; Ms. Mary Arbutina, NSHE; Dr. Gregory S. Brown, 
UNLV; and Mr. Jeffrey Downs, WNC.  Student government leaders present included Ms. 
Aimee Riley, ASCSN President, CSN; Mr. Steve Gronstal; GRAD President, DRI; Ms. 
Sarah Saenz, CSUN President, UNLV; Mr. Michael J. Gordon, GPSA President, UNLV; 
Mr. Casey Stiteler, ASUN President, UNR; Ms. Stephanie Vega, GSA President, UNR; 
Mr. Scott Gaddis, SGA President, TMCC; and Ms. Heather Dodson, ASWN President, 
WNC. 
 
Chair Geddes called the meeting to order on Friday, April 20, 2012, at 9:03 a.m. with all 
members present except Regents Anderson and Page. 
 
1. Public Comment – Mr. Patrick Mendez requested that an item be placed on the 

next agenda to develop criteria for persons requesting permission to carry a 
firearm on campus so that each institutional president, or his or her designee, can 
exercise discretion and permit those persons to carry a firearm. 
 
Mr. Mendez noted that testimony during hearings for Senate Bill 231 showed that, 
currently, permission is rarely granted.  He indicated that as a correctional officer, 
the need to defend himself at all times is greater than the average citizen.  He feels 
that the law, as outlined in NRS 202.265, is so prohibitive that without written 
permission he cannot leave his weapon secured in his vehicle in the parking lot on 
campus, which leaves him defenseless on the way to and from school.  His 
attempts to persuade any official at CSN 
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1. Public Comment – (continued) 
 

therefore, any state money allocated to restore or enhance compensation in 2013 
ought to be attributed to campus budgets based upon actual salary lines as well.   
 
Dr. Brown indicated that this would not only be consistent with the practices of 
other states that have implemented funding formulas based on student outcomes, 
but would also send an important message to students, assuring them that any 
restoration of competitive compensation would be based upon additional state 
allocation, not based on student fee increments.  He noted that assuring quality 
education through recruitment and retention of the best faculty must be paired 
with a commitment to access and affordability for students.  He and UNLV 
Faculty Senate Chair-elect Shannon Sumpter intend to charge the chair of the 
admissions and academic standards committee to work with several graduate and 
undergraduate student leaders to advocate specifically for affordability and access 
in 2012 and 2013.  He hopes this group will help provide an informed, credible 
and effective voice for UNLV’s and NSHE’s continuing efforts on this point. 
 
Mr. Michael Schaefer, candidate for State Assembly District 15, invited the Board 
to hold a future meeting in Tonopah, Nevada.  He then requested that there be an 
informal policy whereby unused parking spaces held in reserve for attendees of 
the Board meeting are released to the public approximately 15 to 20 minutes after 
the meeting begins.    
 
The Board and institutional presidents recognized all of the outgoing faculty 
senate chairs and student body presidents.  
 
The following individuals expressed support for the appointment of Dr. Marc A. 
Johnson as President of the University of Nevada, Reno:  Commissioner 
Lawrence Weekly, Clark County Board of Commissioners; Mr. Frank Hawkins, 
UNR alumnus; Dr. Bill Follette, member of the Institutional Advisory Committee 
and faculty member, UNR; Mr. Ronald J. Bath, UNR alumnus; Mr. Casey 
Stiteler, ASUN President; Ms. Jennifer Satre, UNR alumnus and former chair of 
the UNR Foundation; Dr. Joe Crowley, President Emeritus, UNR; Mayor Bob 
Cashell, City of Reno; Dr. Trudy Larson, Director of the School of Community 
Health Sciences and faculty member, UNR; Dr. Stacy Burton, faculty member, 
UNR; Ms. Stephanie Vega, GSA President; Mr. Erik Williams, Chair of the Staff 
Employees’ Council, UNR; and Mr. Mark Knobel, Institutional Advisory 
Committee member and UNR alumnus. 

 
2. Approved-Consent Items – The Board of Regents approved the Consent items. 

 
(2a.) Approved-Minutes – The Board of Regents approved the following 

meeting minutes: 
�¾ December 9, 2011, UNR President Search Committee (Ref. BOR-2a(1) 

on file in the Board office). 
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�¾ December 16, 2011, UNR President Search Committee (Ref. BOR-
2a(2) on file in the Board office). 

�¾ January 10, 2012, NSC President Search Committee (Ref. BOR-2a(3) on 
file in the Board office). 

�¾ January 13, 2012, GBC President Search Committee (Ref. BOR-2a(4) 
on file in the Board office). 

�¾ January 20, 2012, special Board of Regents meeting (Ref. BOR-2a(5) on 
file in the Board office). 

�¾ January 24, 2012, NSC President Search Committee (Ref. BOR-2a(6) on 
file in the Board office). 

�¾ January 27, 2012, GBC President Search Committee (Ref. BOR-2a(7) 
on file in the Board office). 

 
(2b.) Approved-Acceptance of Gift and Naming Opportunity, CSN – The Board 

of Regents approved CSN President Michael D. Richards’ request to 
accept an in-kind gift for calendar years 2012, 2013 and 2014, valued at 
$300,000 from Mr. Jeff Whiteaker and to rename the Athletics Club 
House on CSN’s Henderson campus to the James Benton Whiteaker Club 
House 
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bargaining election at Western Nevada College, to be conducted by the American 
Arbitration Association, and the waiving of the requirement that this matter be 
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4. Approved-Collective Bargaining Agreement, WNC – 
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5. Information Only-Undergraduate Tuition & Fees, 2013-14 and 2014-15 (Agenda 

Item #8) – (continued) 
 

Chancellor Klaich distributed an updated version of page 6 of the reference 
material to correct a typographical error in the 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 UNLV 
undergraduate student access fees (on file in the Board office). 
 
Chancellor Klaich indicated that the proposed adjustments would reclassify the 
previously approved surcharge as a permanent fee. 
 
Mr. Mark Stevens, Vice Chancellor of Finance, recalled that the surcharge was 
approved by the Board in June 2011.  He indicated that surcharges are temporary, 
and this proposal would make the surcharge permanent as a registration fee 
beginning fall 2013. 

 
6. Information Only–PEBP Task Force (Agenda Item #9) – Executive Director of 

Government Relations Renee Yackira provided an update on Nevada System of 
Higher Education activities relating to the Public Employees’ Benefits Program.   

 
Ms. Yackira recalled that in March 2012, the NSHE executed a contract with 
Business Benefits, Inc. (BBI) to provide consulting services relating to health care 
plans and options for the System.  The contract states that BBI will review options 
for improving health care and benefits for System employees as a participant in 
PEBP and if the System exited PEBP.  She indicated that the consultant has begun 
to analyze PEBP expenditure detail for System employees and she hopes to have 
recommendations for the Board this summer, in advance of the legislative session. 
 
Ms. Yackira noted that the relationship between the NSHE and PEBP has 
improved.  A joint survey of all PEBP participants was recently conducted to 
gather feedback regarding benefit plans and cost.  NSHE staff worked with PEBP 
to develop and administer the survey which resulted in 7,508 responses statewide.  
45% of those responses were from System employees.  Ms. Yackira indicated that 
System and institutional representatives continue to meet quarterly with PEBP to 
discuss employee concerns.  She noted that PEBP was receptive to the idea of 
offering a concierge medical service to employees and has begun researching 
providers.  PEBP will also put a large portion of the reserve funds back into the 
plan to benefit participants.  The remainder of the reserve funds will be held to 
offset the escalating cost of medical care so that plan premiums do not need to be 
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7. Approved-Appointment, President, UNR (Agenda Item #5) – The Board of Regents 

approved the appointment of Dr. Marc A. Johnson as President of the University 
of Nevada, Reno.  

  
Regent Page entered the meeting. 
 

Regent Leavitt expressed his appreciation to the Regents’ President Search 
Committee, Institutional Advisory Committee and search consultant William 
Funk. 
 

Regent Leavitt moved approval of the 
appointment of Dr. Marc A. Johnson as 
President of the University of Nevada, Reno, 
in accordance with the contract and terms, as 
presented.  Regent Melcher seconded. 
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7. Approved-Appointment, President, UNR (Agenda Item #5) – (continued) 
 

the final meeting, he reviewed all of the previous agendas and minutes, and 
listened to the audio recording from the April 5th meeting to ensure that he was 
fully prepared.  The process that was established by the Board was followed.  
Regent Wixom indicated that there was overwhelming support for Dr. Johnson 
from the community, faculty and staff.  He feels that if the Board were to take any 
step to take this decision off-track, it would cause an enormous amount of damage 
to the university at a critical juncture in its history.  He believes that by taking that 
course of action, the Regents would breech their obligation as fiduciaries.  He 
strongly urged the Board to support Dr. Johnson in his candidacy at this critical 
time.  
 
Chancellor Klaich indicated that he has had a unique opportunity to observe Dr. 
Johnson as a member of the Council of Presidents for the past year, and he is a 
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7. Approved-Appointment, President, UNR (Agenda Item #5) – (continued) 
 

Regent Melcher indicated that he was impressed by the answers Dr. Johnson gave 
to the Committee’s questions.  He felt that the search process was fair, and he 
urged the Board to support Dr. Johnson. 
 
Regent Doubrava stated that his dealings with Dr. Johnson have always been 
professional.  Should Dr. Johnson be approved as the permanent president, Regent 
Doubrava indicated that he looks forward to discussing with him, and others, his 
opinion regarding the Dean of the University of Nevada School of Medicine also 
serving as Vice President of Health Sciences for UNR. 
 
Regent Doubrava asked whether Dr. Johnson intends to market the university as 
the University of Nevada, Reno or the University of Nevada.  Dr. Johnson 
indicated that it will be advertised as the University of Nevada, Reno.  He added 
that a volunteer group of marketing professionals has been assembled to provide 
the university with recommendations on a broader marketing plan.  Regent 
Doubrava explained that his question stems from a discussion that took place 
during the candidate interviews.  One of the other candidates asked a question 
about the UNSOM and Chancellor Klaich indicated that the UNSOM originated 
at UNR, but the name was changed in the 1980s to show that it has a state 
presence.  Regent Doubrava noted that there is still confusion about the brand.  He 
believes that if UNR starts to market itself as the University of Nevada or, in the 
case of athletics, only as Nevada, it will lead to more confusion about the 
UNSOM.  
 
Regent Melcher felt that the name issue has little to do with the selection of a 
president for the university.  He noted that a lot of people grew up with the name 
University of Nevada, and often times it is the media or athletic leagues that 
continue to use that name.  Regent Melcher indicated that he understands Regent 
Doubrava’s point with regard to academics and marketing; however, for athletics, 
he feels it should be left alone. 
 
Regent Page agreed with Regent Doubrava.  He noted that he sees both names 
used regularly.  While it may not be important to those in northern Nevada, it is 
for those in southern Nevada. 
 
Regent Knecht relayed his respect for Dr. Johnson.  He felt that all of the 
candidates were outstanding.  He expressed concern about the search process 
which he feels was substantially orchestrated by members of the Board as well as 
others outside the Board.  He feels it has reopened some of the north-south rift. 

 
Regent Knecht felt that the entire candidate pool should have been brought 
forward for interviews.  He disagreed with the suggestion that because the 
Regents are fiduciaries that somehow imparts a duty to support the nomination.  
He 
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8. Information Only-Report on the Committee to Study the Funding of Higher 
Education (Agenda Item #6) – (continued) 

 
revenues and non-resident tuition in their formulas.  The NSHE has taken the 
position that a funding formula should consist of an allocation of state general 
fund dollars with the institutions being allowed to keep their respective tuition 
from out-of-state students. 
 
In May, 
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9. Information Only-2013 Capital Improvement Projects and 2013-15 Biennial 
Budget Discussion (Agenda Item #7) – (continued) 

 
System has the opportunity to bring forth bonding projects if a specific revenue 
source can be identified to support those bonds.  Chancellor Klaich noted that 
with the downturn in the economy, there is not likely to be a significant surplus in 
the budget.  The devastation that has been wrought upon property values is likely 
to leave the state with little bonding capacity.  He will be bringing a capital 
improvement project request forward which will allow the Board to give feedback 
on how it wants the System to grow when it starts to grow again. 
 
Chancellor Klaich reminded the Board that the only funding the NSHE received 
for capital improvements in the last legislative session was $15 million for 
HECC/SHECC funds that were allocated among the institutions.  He will be 
bringing forward a multi-tiered recommendation.  The Board has previously 
indicated that a portion of the capital improvement budget should be set aside for 
repairs to maintain the current capital infrastructure that the state has an 
investment in.  The Board will also discuss and prioritize new projects.  The 
prioritized list will be sent to the Nevada Public Works Board.  The Public Works 
Board will consider all requests from all state agencies and prioritize those as a 
single list.  The NSHE will then begin lobbying the governor and the legislature 
for available dollars.   
 
Regent Wixom asked whether the funds that were previously set aside for a 
Nursing and Allied Health Education building at the Shadow Lane Campus have 
been exhausted.  Chancellor Klaich indicated that the building is fully planned but 
unfunded.  He noted that Dr. Marcia Turner, Vice Chancellor of Health Sciences, 
has been discussing the potential repurposing of the building with Dean Schwenk, 
President Smatresk and Executive Vice President Bomotti because it no longer 
fits the vision for the expansion of the University of Nevada School of Medicine 
(UNSOM).  He anticipates bringing to the Board a broader plan for the footprint 
of the UNSOM that will probably not include the Nursing and Allied Health 
Education building.  That building will be dedicated solely to the healthcare needs 
of programs within UNLV.     

 
Vice Chancellor Turner explained that the building was originally designed for 
two-thirds use by the UNLV School of Nursing and one-third use by the UNSOM.  
Now that plans are moving forward with the University Medical Center (UMC) to 
have the UNSOM design a facility to be housed on the UMC campus that meets 
all of its needs for space, the UNSOM has determined that it no longer needs the 
space that was designated for them within the Nursing and Allied Health 
Education building.  She noted that the UNLV School of Nursing will still 
maintain its space, and the university is looking at using the remaining one-third 
for its Physical Therapy program.  Vice Chancellor Turner indicated that it will 
require some design changes; however, it appears that the cost of the building may 
be reduced because the type of space needed by the Physical Therapy program 
will be less expensive to construct. 
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8. Information Only-Report on the Committee to Study the Funding of Higher 
Education (Agenda Item #6) – (continued) 

 
there is anything new on that issue in the context of the formula and the processes 
associated with developing a new formula.  Chancellor Klaich indicated the 
discussion of that issue has to include the equally challenging educational 
situations that other institutions find themselves in.  He expects that SRI will 
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10. New Business – (continued) 
 

which the NSHE grants or denies permission to carry a concealed weapon on 
campus.  It is an issue that was recognized during the last legislative session.  
Chancellor Klaich indicated that 


	Friday, April 20, 2012

