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Mr. Michael B. Wixom 

 
Others Present: Mr. Daniel J. Klaich, Chancellor 

Ms. Crystal Abba, Vice Chancellor, Academic and Student Affairs 
Dr. Constance Brooks, Vice Chancellor, Govt. and Community Affairs 
Mr. Larry Eardley, Vice Chancellor, Budget and Finance 
Ms. Brooke Nielsen, Vice Chancellor, Legal Affairs 
Mr. Vic Redding, Vice Chancellor, Finance and Administration 
Dr. Marcia Turner, Vice Chancellor, Health Sciences  
Mr. Scott G. Wasserman, Chief of Staff and Special Counsel to the Board 
Mr. Frank R. Woodbeck, Executive Director Nevada College Collaborative 
Dr. Steven Zink, Vice Chancellor, Information Technology 
Mr. Chet Burton, President, WNC  
Dr. Mark A. Curtis, President, GBC 
Dr. Marc A. Johnson, President, UNR 
Mr. Bart J. Patterson, President, NSC 
Dr. Michael D. Richards, President, CSN 
Dr. Maria C. Sheehan, President, TMCC   

 
Others Present:  Mr. Donald D. Snyder, President, UNLV 
   Dr. Stephen G. Wells, President, DRI 
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Also present were faculty senate chairs Professor Jodie Mandel, CSN; Dr. Joe Grzymski, DRI; 
Mr. Steve Theriault, GBC; Mr. Eric March, NSHE; Dr. Rhonda Montgomery, UNLV; Mr. 
Chuck Price, UNR; Mr. Ron Marston, TMCC; and Ms. Susan Priest, WNC.  Student goNC.  
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4. Information Only-Public Comment (Agenda Item #4) –  Mr. Ed Uehling voiced concerns 
over medical marijuana policies including the top down nature of the mandate and that 
higher education institutions are state not federal entities.    

  
Ms. Brandi Fulton, Nevada Diving Club, requested divers be allowed to practice at the 
UNR Lombardi Recreation Center under the same membership student athletes are 
required to have.  

 
5. Information Only-Chair of the Nevada Student Alliance Report (Agenda Item #5) –  

Chair for the Nevada Student Alliance (NSA), Ms. Stephanie Prevost stated Mr. Umram 
Osembela, CSN, was voted in as the legislative representative during this legislative 
session and the NSA will  be bringing a list of issues forward to the Board at a future 
meeting. 

 
6. Information Only-Chair of the Faculty Senate Chairs Report (Agenda Item #6) –  
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9. Information Only-Board Chairman’s Report (Agenda Item #9) –Chairman Page reviewed 
the agenda and schedule for the Board’s two day meeting.  He thanked Ms. Brooke 
Nielsen, Vice Chancellor for Legal Affairs, NSHE, and Mr. Scott G. Wasserman, Chief 
of Staff and Special Counsel to the Board, NSHE, for providing outstanding legal advice 
and counsel to the Board and to the NSHE regarding the Open 
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10. Consent Items
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11.  Senate Bill 391, Committee on Community Colleges-continued 
 

The presentation included a discussion of the SB 391 Committee’s recommendations and 
steps taken and possibly to be taken to implement those recommendations.  The 
recommendations for the creation of a “system within a system” included hiring of an 
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13. Approved- Handbook and CODE Amendments Regarding Medical Marijuana on NSHE 
Premises (Agenda Item #13) – The Board approved the proposed Handbook Title 4, Chapter 
1, new Section 32 - Policy on Possession and Use of Medical Marijuana.  Two 
accompanying CODE clarifications (Title 2, Ch. 6, new Sec. 6.2.1(ee) and Title 2, Ch. 10, 
Sec. 10.2.1(t)), were presented for information and first reading.  The CODE amendments 
clarify “medical marijuana” is included in the list of prohibitions in the employee and 
student disciplinary procedures, and will be presented for approval at a subsequent Board 
meeting.   
 
Vice Chancellor Nielsen explained the Handbook Title 4, Ch. 3, new Sec. 32 - Policy on 
Possession and Use of Medical Marijuana would establish the general NSHE policy on 
medical marijuana and if approved, will be adopted in advance of the CODE 
clarifications (Ref. BOR-13 on file in the Board office).  She said significant changes to state law 
were made during the last legislative session regarding medical marijuana.  In 2000, 
medical marijuana was first approved for use in Nevada pursuant to a constitutional 
amendment.  The licensing process for the various related provider and dispensing 
facilities is beginning this year.  The changes at the state level do not change the 
provisions of the Board regarding medical marijuana and its prohibition on campus.  
Marijuana at the federal government level is illegal and prohibited.  Drug Free Workplace 
Act (DFWA) of 1988 (41 U.S.C. 701-07) and the Drug-Free Schools and Communities 
Act Amendments (DFSCA) of 1989 (20 U.S.C. 1145g) requires any institution receiving 
federal funding to prohibit the use of marijuana on campus.  The proposed amendments 
seek to clarify the Board’s position and are in response to the changes at the state level 
and the requirements at the federal level. 
 
Ms. Nielsen reviewed the proposed Handbook and CODE amendments with the Board 
(See Ref. BOR-13 on file in the Board office for details).  She explained the proposed policy 
changes have been widely reviewed by all sectors within the NSHE.  There has been 
editing of the draft policies based on the input received.  No objections to this draft have 
been received from within the NSHE.    

 
Regent Leavit disclosed his representation of medical marijuana applicants and physician 
groups and also his ownership in one of the prospective independent medical marijuana 
testing laboratories. 
 
Regent Stephens said she supports the proposed policy changes and stated this is not 
about workforce development opportunities or the support of medical marijuana use.  
This is about not jeopardizing federal financial aid and funding. 
 
Regent Wixom stated most lenders will not lend if a medical marijuana establishment is 
located on the premises. 

 

Regent Leavitt moved approval of the Handbook 
and 
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14. Intercollegiate Athletic Reports, UNLV, UNR, CSN and WNC- continued 
 

Vice Chairman Trachok asked about the APR projections and transfers.  Mr. Knuth 
explained a transfer with less than a 2.6 GPA has the potential to negatively impact the 
APR.  This number is being discussed nationally with the NCAA to determine its 
appropriateness.  Mr. Knuth explained the graduation success rate (GSR) cited in the 
report is a six year average. 
 
Chairman Page asked how programs are monitored to ensure the numbers do not fall 
below the required 930 APR.  Mr. Knuth said UNR is actively tracking progress to 
ensure success.  He also stated the APR number now stays with the coach even after the 
coach changes institutions.   
 
Chairman Page asked for clarification about debt and loan payments and requested Mr. 
Knuth review the numbers provided for 2018.   
 
Regent Anderson thanked Mr. Knuth for the explanation of the APR formula. 
 
Regent Knecht asked Mr.g
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14. Intercollegiate Athletic Reports, UNLV, UNR, CSN and WNC- continued 
 

Regent Geddes asked about the fluctuation in budget beginning with 2016.  Ms. Kunzer -
Murphy noted the fluctuation includes a decline in television revenues.  The deficit will 
continue to be there going forward.  
 
Regent Melcher asked if the revenue decline during 2017 noted on page 4 of 
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16. Information Only-Nevada Ready!  Initiative  (Agenda Item #17) – The Board  received 
an update from Judy Osgood, Public Information Officer for the Nevada Department of 
Education, and a Nevada Ready! Teacher Ambassador from the Washoe County School 
District on the Nevada Ready! Initiative and a brief overview of the Common Core State 
Standards adopted by Nevada in 2010.  
 

Regents Leavitt and Stephens returned to the meeting. 
 

Ms. Osgood explained the Nevada Ready! initiative was developed to raise awareness of 
the state's public school standards (aka Common Core State Standards), which define 
what students are expected to learn and be able to do as they move from grade to grade 
and prepare for college and career.  Nevada Ready! is a statewide initiative led by the 
Nevada Department of Education and the Nevada Board of Education.  The Department 
is partnering with the Nevada System of Higher Education, local school districts, and 
public and private organizations and agencies to raise awareness of the state's public 
school standards (Ref. BOR-17 on file in the Board office). 
 
Regent Anderson asked about the requirements for private schools.  Ms. Osgood said she 
did not know what the standards were for private schools. 

 

Vice Chairman Trachok left the meeting.   
 

Regent Melcher said there is information on the Nevada Ready! Initiative on the NSHE 
website.  Ms. Osgood said the superintendent is very thankful for the Chancellor’s 
involvement and the NSHE’s participation and partnership in this effort.   
 
Ms. Osgood introduced Ms. Donna Wood, a second grade teacher with the Washoe 
County School District (WCSD), a Common Core State Standards Advocate and Nevada 
Ready! Ambassador. 
 

17. Information Only-Nevada’s Complete College America Goals (Agenda Item #22) – 
Ms. Crystal Abba, Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs, NSHE, presented 
an update on Nevada’s Complete College America goals, including where the institutions 
currently are after three years of participation in the Complete College America initiative 
and a recalibration of the original goals (Ref. BOR-22 on file in the Board office). 
 
Vice Chancellor Abba explained Complete College America is a national nonprofit 
organization with a single mission: to work with states to significantly increase the 
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19. 
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20. Statewide Medical Education Expansion -continued 
 
Regent Wixom felt the Business Plan was not being approved at this meeting and thought 
the sunset recommendation was not necessary because the Board could disband the 
Committee at any time.     
 
Regent Melcher disagreed about UNSOM being taken out of Clark County because there 
will be specialties in areas where UNSOM and the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
School of Medicine (UNLVSOM) could work together statewide.    
 

Regent Stephens thought the structure of the committee has been appropriate to date.  She 
felt Chancellor Klaich moved in the right direction up to this point, but believed there 
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20. Statewide Medical Education Expansion -continued 
 
 Regent Leavitt thought the Vision Statements produced by UNR and UNLV were well 

done and would serve as a great foundation going forward.  Chancellor Klaich agreed the 
dual Vision Statements could function as foundational documents.   

 
 Regent Leavitt does not support a time set for the Steering Committee because of the 

budget requests made each biennium, and because there will always be students.  He 
suggested the meetings of the Steering Committee be agendized and a pipeline be 
established where Board members can suggest items for the agenda.  Lastly, he 
recommended creating a legislative strategy to determine how it will be accomplished.  

  

 Regent Levitt asked Regent Melcher to consider withdrawing the motion.  Chancellor 
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21. Planning Process, UNLV School of Medicine –continued 
 

• Education Program. 
• Special Programs. 
• Timeline for Physician Training. 
• Why both GME & UNLV School of Medicine? 
• By 10 Years, UNLV will: 
• Summary. 

 
Responding to one of Dean Atkinson’s suggestions, Chancellor Klaich thought part of the 
argument of GME versus a more integrated pipeline plan is there are no guarantees 
doctors created more quickly by merely adding GME will end up being Nevada doctors.   

 
An overall integrated strategy to attract students to attend medical school in Nevada is 
part of the admissions process and depends on how the criteria are set for accepting 
students.  Strategies are to be employed in the construction of the school and the 
admission of classes to get it done, and just having GME does not do any of it.  Dean 
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21. 
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22. 
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26. Academic and Student Affairs Committee-Continued 
 

 A new Master of Education in English Language Learning (ELL) with an ELL 
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29. 
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30. 
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30. Investment and Facilities Committee-Continued 
 

ii. Full redemption from Commonfund Real Return Bond Fund with proceeds 
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33. Campus Improvement Authority Board-continued 
 

his recommendation; however, dialog should continue on this project as the 2015 
Legislative Session approaches (Ref. BOR-21 on file in the Board office). 
 
Regents Melcher, Leavitt, Stephens and Wixom thanked President Snyder for his 
proactive and transparent communication as well as his recommendation for extending 
the timeline. 
 

    
34. Approved-Termination of Instruction in Singapore
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35. Repositioning in Asia: Incheon Global Campus, Due Diligence -continued 
 

Chairman Page asked what percentage of international students is coming from Korea. 
Mr. Stowe Shumaker, Dean William F. Harrah College of Hotel Administration, UNLV, 
said twenty-five percent of UNLV’s current foreign student enrollment is from Asia, with 
the majority coming from China.  He did not have specific information on enrollments of 
Korean students.  Chairman Page also stated concern over governance, the MOU process 
and compliance with Board policy and asked UNLV to communicate in detail going 
forward. 

  
Motion carried.  Regents Anderson, Doubrava, 
Geddes, Knecht, Leavitt, Melcher, Page, Schofield, 
Stephens, Trachok and Wixom voted yes.  Regents 
Blakely and Crear were absent.  

 
Regent Doubrava left the meeting.  




