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2. Information Only – 2023-25 Biennial Budget Briefing – (Continued) 
 
Regent Cruz-Crawford entered the meeting. 
 

Regent Goodman stated in 2019 the Legislature made an error that it did not correct.  Now, 
NSHE is the only agency receiving COLA funding at 65 percent rather than the 80 percent 
that the other agencies are receiving.  It is frustrating to discuss raising fees and 
implementing furloughs because of the Legislature’s error.   
 
In response to a question from Regent Carvalho related to differences between the 
reference material and the Procedures and Guidelines Manual, Chief Financial Officer 
Clinger responded that the numbers do not match because in the reference material he is 
only using the portion of the student fee that goes to the State Operating Budget.   
 
Regent Del Carlo agreed with the Public Comment that NSHE would gain and lose 
simultaneously.  The conversation is unsettling because the Legislature created this, which 
has not been fixed.   
 
Regent Brager stated providing a united front will make a difference.  Education is essential 
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The Legislature has effectively ignored the formula by reducing the Governor’s proposed 
funding to smaller schools while larger schools receive over the Governor’s 
recommendation.  Regent Downs added that he would not advocate for any institution 
receiving less.  Still, smaller schools do not deserve to be penalized for adhering to the 
formula priorities established by the Legislature.   
 
Finally, Regent Downs suggested that at future legislative sessions, NSHE use one set of 
lobbyists that put forth the interests of the System to avoid the impression of individualism 
and show unity and a common NSHE purpose.   

 
Regent Perkins left the meeting.   
 

In response to Regent Downs’ comments, Acting Chancellor Erquiaga stated the formula 
revision in 2013 is when NSHE’s ability to keep its fees occurred.  The COLA shift from 
80 to 65 percent occurred only four years ago.  Acting Chancellor Erquiaga added there 




